
3. The focus on transparency.  
We salute the many fine organizations and associations 
who join with the NBCE in maintaining a culture of 
transparency and fiscal responsibility. Governance, 
transparency and accountability have been more 
than a pledge to the profession; they have been our 
guiding tenets. We have steadfastly concentrated on 
best practice guidelines for non-profit organizations, 
making the NBCE a leader in organizational and fiscal 
responsibility. Our journey to build and nurture positive 
relationships with other organizations has helped the 
NBCE prepare for the future. 

4. The promise of a global healthcare marketplace.
It is no longer news-making that the chiropractic 
profession is expanding globally at a very quick pace. 
The growing need for standardized testing to help 
address the regulatory challenges of global mobility has 
been identified. To respond, the International Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners has been formally incorporated.   

Using the foundation of experience and expertise provided 
by the NBCE, the IBCE stands ready to facilitate 
standardized testing. In regions where there is a history 
of regulation and education of chiropractors, the future 
focus is likely to be on using standardized examinations 
to allow for interjurisdictional mobility of graduates of 
foreign schools.  

5. The reality of a dynamic profession.  
Chiropractic is just one of the integrated health care 
approaches that have become firmly embraced. To 
keep current the NBCE is indebted to those people 
and processes that help in understanding (1) current 
practice patterns, (2) current educational trends, 
and (3) input from test committees connected with 
chiropractic colleges, state licensing boards, and 
subject matter experts.  

The success of the NBCE depends upon a firm 
understanding of the nature of the profession, and the  
unwavering contribution of a diverse group of individuals  
and organizations. We hope that as you read through 
the 2009 Annual Report, you will agree that the NBCE 
has honored the chiropractic profession. 

Yours in health,

Vernon R. Temple, D.C.
President

The Board of Directors joins me in presenting the 2009 Annual 
Report summarizing the work of the National Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners. With this publication, we affirm that 
the fiduciary and organizational responsibilities that have been 
put in our charge have been fulfilled.   

We entered 2010 a strong organization, which is attributable to 
the achievements of the previous year. The NBCE remains solid,  
even in an unpredictable economy. The path we chose in 2009 
required the efforts of every board member and every staff member;  
I am truly indebted to and salute the dedication of this team. 

The 2009 Annual Report details past accomplishments and gives 
insight into some of the goals for 2010. Every year the NBCE 
faces fundamental changes in technology and science, yet our 
leadership focuses on five areas of solid business management to 
drive our success.

1. The conservatively managed finances of the NBCE.
Every board member takes the NBCE’s financial health very 
seriously, carefully reviewing the NBCE’s detailed income and 
expense statements every quarter. Any significant variances from 
the budget or excesses from the previous year are discussed 
and scrutinized. Annually the Finance Committee reviews 
every financial account on the coming year’s budget to make 
certain that the numbers are both reasonable and justifiable. 
The finances of the NBCE also undergo the scrutiny of outside 
auditors to insure accuracy in accounting procedures. The audit 
report appears at the end of the report.    

2. The reality that the NBCE’s work is never done.
To sustain excellence within both the testing and the chiropractic
professions, the NBCE must maintain a constant connection 
with leadership of each area. The validity and legal defensibility 
of NBCE exams is dependent on this.   

With the increased utilization and growth of chiropractic, 
the NBCE surveys chiropractors every five years. In 2009, 
doctors were surveyed concerning their daily practice patterns. 
After compiling and analyzing data, the Practice Analysis of 
Chiropractic 2010 will be introduced in April, 2010.  

Surveys also included a recent Delphi study of current educational  
experience and practice patterns. Results suggested, for example,
the need to move the public health content to the Part II Chiropractic 
Practice exam to better reflect current chiropractic practice.  

The Part IV Practical Exam department is now moving forward 
to explore new station formats that will more accurately assess 
clinical reasoning and decision-making. 
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